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Cheers without Tears

With Christmas fast approaching, Lothian and 
Borders Police would like remind all drivers of the 
dangers of drinking and driving. As we know, the 
festive period may provide more opportunities for 
parties and celebrations and whilst we want 
everyone to have a good time, it’s important to 
keep in mind the safety of all road users.
The yearly campaigns have gone a long way to 
educating the public about alcohol units, legal 
drink/drive limits and the tragic consequences of 
accidents involving drunk drivers. However 
statistics still show that an unacceptable number 
of drivers will gamble with the safety of others and 
drive under the infl uence. If caught, this would 
result in a court conviction, a driving ban of at least 

12 months, an endorsement of your licence for 11 
years and a criminal record. For a second off ence, 
under the forfeiture scheme, you could lose your 
car!
It is worth remembering that many factors come 
into play on how alcohol aff ects people and even 
the smallest amount will impair your driving. 
To ensure a trouble free festive period, consider the 
following advice:

•   Plan your transport home from Christmas 
lunches or nights out i.e. taxi, bus or lift from a 
designated driver

•   Be aware you may still be unfi t to drive the 
following morning; have a contingency plan for 
getting to work 

•   Never accept a lift from a drunk driver

work with us to create a 
positive force in your community.

Ch Supt Gill Imery

Meeting the needs of lo-
cal communities, being 
accountable to them and 
working with them is fun-
damentally what much of 
policing is about. None of 
this will change when we 
move to a single national 
police force in 2013.
All my offi  cers, but in 
particular our safer neigh-
bourhood offi  cers, work 
hard to ensure that you 
know who they are, and 
what they are doing to 

tackle crime in and around your area. 
This newsletter forms an important part of com-
municating what we are doing, but this month I 
thought I should draw your attention to other ways 
in which you can see what your local police are 
concentrating on.

Those with Internet access can see a breakdown 
of crimes and off ences, by council ward, under the 
view statistics button on the  “My Neighbourhood” 
area of our website www.lbp.police.uk, the crime 
statistics are updated monthly.
For fans of ‘Twitter’ you may also fi nd the Lothian 
and Borders twitter feed useful. Not only will you 
be kept up-to-date with ongoing operations and 
initiatives, but if we experience severe winter 
weather you’ll be able to see minute by minute 
updates on travel advice and other weather relat-
ing items.
I would also encourage you to attend your local 
community priorities setting meeting, to speak 
with local offi  cers and tell them what you wish 
them to concentrate on. For those not able to do 
this, speak to, call or email your local Safer Neigh-
bourhood Team and let them know the issues that 
aff ect you.
By telling us what we need to concentrate on, we 
can all work together to ensure Edinburgh remains 
a safe and enjoyable place to work, visit and live.
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Fernieside Fire Raising - A slide and climbing 
frame were set on fi re within the children’s play 
area of Fernieside Park. Following a complaint 
made by the parks dept of CEC, enquires were 
made and a local youth identifi ed as having been 
responsible. The value of damage is estimated at 
£4000.     

Drug Recoveries - Excellent work by local offi  cers 
who assisted specialist offi  cers in searching two 

homes in the Liberton area for illegal drugs. Nearly 
£50,000 worth of illegal drugs and £5,000 was 
seized and a number of persons charged. The 
Police will continue to act upon any information 
received in order to pursue any persons involved in 
aspects of illegal misuse of drugs

Eviction Success - Following a series of hate crimes 
having been committed in the Southhouse area, 
local SNT offi  cers charged a male who was 
subsequently sentenced to 8 months in prison. 
After close liaison with Home Scotland, the male 
has also been evicted from his address, to the 
delight of his victim and the community in general.

Operation Oregon - Local SNT offi  cers were 
involved in this Operation, which related to the 
SDL march in Edinburgh. As well as assisting at the 
march, they provided community reassurance by 
visiting various black and ethnic minority places of 
worship in the community.

Visiting MP - Ian Murray MP spent a shift working with the 
Howdenhall SNT, canvassing opinions from local offi  cers on 
policing within the community and attending a number of 
incidents. The visit was such a success and a further visit is 
now planned for later in the year

Vandalism To Street Lights - Over a period of 10 days, 54 
streetlights in the Moredun area were damaged, by having 
their casing removed and internal circuit boards damaged. As 
a result of some excellent community policing, 2 youths were 
identifi ed, charged and reported accordingly. The value of 
damage amounted to nearly £5,000 for what was mindless 
and dangerous vandalism. If you have any knowledge of such 
incidents or other acts of mindless vandalism please contact 
the Police or Crimestoppers as per the details on the last page

Working With Schools - A busy month for the local SNT, who at 
the start of the month helped run a week long course 
educating 6th year pupils from schools across Edinburgh 
about the dangers and consequences involved in driving, 
helping to educate the drivers of the future. Offi  cers also 
attended the Street Sprint Event at Liberton High School.  The 
event was an afternoon of pupils taking part in competitive 
sprinting under the watchful eye of Scotland legend and local 

Local Operations and Initiatives

boy Allan Wells, who previously 
attended Liberton High School.  The 
event was a pilot scheme designed to 
promote health and encourage sport 
for all ages.
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Vandalism To Vehicles
A number of vehicles had their windows 
smashed in the Captains Drive / Captains Row 
area. This appears to be an act of mindless 
vandalism as opposed to an attempt to steal 
from within. Do you know who was involved or 
why?

 Youth Issues
There has been a recent increase in incidents of 
anti social behaviour involving youths in the 
Priesthill Street area. Such incidents have a huge 
impact on the quality of life for local residents 
and we would ask if you have any knowledge on 
those responsible that you contact your local 
SNTIf you have information regarding these 
incidents or any other crime, you can contact the 
Police as per the details on the last page.  
Alternatively, call Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.  Crimestoppers is an independent 
charity, your call is free, and your anonymity is 
guaranteed.

Appeal for information

We focus on the matters that you tell us are 
important, so please tell us your concerns – your 
views matter 
We will be reporting to the Police Priority Setting 
Group and want to ensure your voice and your 
opinions are heard. 
If you have any community issues that you would 
like the Police to tackle, contact us at Howdenhall 
Police Station using the contact details below.

Local Priorities

The last weekend in October saw the launch of 
the ACPOS Road Policing National Winter Safety 
Campaign, with a main focus on general vehicle 
roadworthiness and driver education. Hazard-
ous conditions soon show up defi ciencies in car 
maintenance or driver skills. By taking a few pre-
ventative measures, drivers can minimise road 
risk and complete their journey safely.  

Vehicle preparations
• Have your vehicle serviced before the
       winter
• Pay particular attention to lights, clear win-

dows and mirrors, battery, antifreeze and 
washer additives, wiper blades and tyres.

• Journey preparations
• Consider if the journey is absolutely neces-

sary
• Remember the diff erences between urban 

and rural conditions
• Check local/national weather forecasts
• Keep emergency equipment in your vehicle
• Notify someone of your route and the esti-

mated arrival time
• Driving in adverse weather conditions / Mini-

mising risk
• Keep windows clear by allowing good venti-

lation
• Avoid severe steering/braking/acceleration
• Maintain good observation skills
• Adapt your driving to the weather conditions
• Keep in mind increased stopping distances 

In the event of a breakdown
• Ensure that your vehicle will not block access 

(abandoned vehicles can obstruct spreaders)
• If possible remain in your vehicle unless 

there is a safety risk
• Use the engine to keep warm unless the 

exhaust cannot vent

Ready for Winter? 
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City of Edinburgh help 
and advice

Lothian and Borders Police 
Non emergency
0131 311 3131

Lothian and Borders 
Fire and Rescue Service 
(freephone)
Fire safety advice:
0800 169 0320 
enquiries@lbfi re.org.uk

Lothian Gay and 
Lesbian Switchboard
0131 556 4049
0131 557 0751 (lesbian)

Samaritans
For emotional advice if you are 
feeling depressed or suicidal:
0131 221 9999 (Edinburgh)
08457 90 90 90 (National)

Shakti Women’s Aid 
Support and information for 
black minority ethnic women 
experiencing domestic abuse:
0131 475 2399

Update
Signposts people with 
disability to a wide range 
of services:
0131 669 1600

Victim Support 
01896 751 212

Women’s Aid 
0131 3158 110

National freephone 
helplines 
(calls may not be free 
from mobile phones)

Breathing Space
For emotional advice if 
you are feeling depressed:
0800 838 587

Childline 
Help for people aged 
18 or under: 0800 11 11

Know the Score 
Free confi dential drugs 
information and advice:
0800 587 587 9

Message Home 
Get a message home for 
free if you have run away:
0800 700 740

National Debtline 
0808 808 4000

National Domestic 
Violence Helpline 
0808 2000 247

National Missing 
Persons Helpline 
0500 700 700

Runaway Helpline 
0808 800 7070

Scottish Domestic 
Abuse Line 
0800 027 1234

Shelter’s Free Housing 
Advice Helpline 
0808 800 4444

Stonewall
Lesbian, gay and 
bisexual charity:
08000 50 20 20

Womens Aid
0808 2000 247

Crimestoppers
0800 555111
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Contact your Local SNT
Email

ADivSNTLibertonGilmerton@
lbp.pnn.police.uk

Telephone

0131 658 5243

Web

from Lothian & Borders Police 
web page as follows

http://fcccmsint/information/
your_community/docs/city/
Liberton_Gilmerton_SNT.pdf

A Division


