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for
you

with 
you

Spring has sprung and many of our thoughts turn to 
gardening.  Break-ins to garden sheds and thefts from 
gardens are common throughout the country.  In fact, 
many criminals consider this type of crime to be low 
risk/high return as they don’t have to force entry to 
your home and the goods they can get there are as 
valuable as anything in your house.
Don’t let the thieves spoil your favourite pastime. The 
good news is that there is a lot you can do to 
outsmart these garden raiders:

• The Boundary fence or wall at the back of your 
house should be built in such a way that it is 
diffi  cult to climb.

• Use a good quality closed shackle padlock on your 
shed door and the hasp and door hinges should 
be attached using coach bolts rather than screws 

to prevent simple removal.
• You should keep valuable items in the 

house but if they must stay in the shed, 
chain and lock them up.

• Lace a chain through the handles of garden 
forks, spades, bicycles etc.  This will prevent 
a thief from being able to remove single 
items. Remember tools from your shed can 
be used to force entry to your house.

• Security mark your bicycles, lawnmowers, 
toolboxes and garden furniture, by 
engraving, painting or using a security 
marker pen.

• Fit an internal wire mesh grille to protect 
your shed window.

• Install security lighting to illuminate your 
garden.

work with us to create a 
positive force in your community.

Ch Supt Gill Imery

We are currently planning 
ahead for another busy 
Summer, with Diamond 
Jubilee and Olympic events 
adding to our varied and vi-
brant programme of cultur-
al, social and political events 
in the capital city.  As always, 
I will be making sure that 
people living, working or 
visiting Edinburgh continue 
to receive a good standard 
of service from police of-
fi cers and staff  during these 

times of high demand.  
The expansion of our school link offi  cer project was 
launched recently, and by April this year we will have 
eleven offi  cers dedicated to cover all 23 state second-
ary schools in the area.  Feedback from the six schools 
who currently have a dedicated school link offi  cer has 
been overwhelmingly positive.  The decision to ex-

pand the project at a time of fi nancial constraint 
is testament to the benefi ts school link offi  cers 
bring to the school community, and is evidence 
of our commitment to longer term work that will 
ultimately prevent crime and disorder. 
I am pleased to report that rates of overall 
recorded crime continue to fall, showing a 5% 
reduction compared to this time last year. Vio-
lent crime is generally reducing, although there 
continue to be more street robberies reported 
than there were at this time last year.  As men-
tioned previously Operation Arable is dedicat-
ing resources to this problem, and has recently 
succeeded in arresting a male for a number of 
robberies at knifepoint in the Southside area.
Similarly, Operation Aristotle continues to inves-
tigate bogus caller/bogus worker type crimes 
across the city, and again I would urge you to 
be vigilant for this type of activity happening in 
your communities.  
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OPERATION ARISTOTLE
Over the past few months, there has been an identifi ed 
increase in the number of reports of bogus workmen 
throughout Edinburgh and the Lothian’s. This 
Operation, based locally, aims to target those that prey 
on the most vulnerable in society. Lothian and Borders 
will also be carrying out a great deal of preventative 
work, including working with Trading Standards in an 
attempt to set up a number of No Cold Calling Zones in 
the Liberton and Gilmerton ward.

OPERATION ARABLE
This operation is currently on going citywide.  It 
targets known criminals and its aim is to reduce 
street robberies in the city.  Howdenhall SNT 
offi  cers have been assisting in the south side of 
Edinburgh and the results so far have been very 
positive.  Numerous warrants have been 
executed, drugs, off ensive weapons and stolen 
property has been seized.

PARTNERSHIP WORKING
Once again, Safer Neighbourhood Team offi  cers 
have been undertaking joint visits with the 
Council regarding antisocial tenants in the 
Howdenhall area and eviction notices have been 
served. If you are suff ering from troublesome 
neighbours, let us know, we can make a 
diff erence. Joint patrols with the Councils 
environmental wardens have returned in an 
eff ort to reduce dog fowling and other anti social 
behaviour in the area and will continue into the 
summer and beyond. If your area is suff ering 
from any such issue, please contact us in order 
that we can direct our resources to where they’re 
most needed.

OPERATION DIVIDE
This operation is continuing in the South area for the 
second month.  Its aim is to reduce the amount of pedal 
cycles stolen.  It has been a huge success resulting in 
numerous bikes being identifi ed as being stolen and 
returned to their owners.

CRIME SOLVENCIES – RACIAL INCIDENTS
A pupil at Liberton High School was charged with a hate 
crime after making inappropriate comments via Facebook. 
These types of crimes will not be tolerated and will be 
robustly dealt with by the police. Following a lengthy and 
complex enquiry 2 schoolboys have been charged with a 
string of racially aggravated assaults on other children.  
Over 10 witnesses were traced and interviewed which led 
to the boy’s identifi cation.  Local schools deliver packages 
on bullying, and by linking in with School Liaison Offi  cers; 
any incidents involving bullying can be quickly fed back to 
the school for appropriate action.

DRUGS RAIDS
There have been a number of further drugs raids within the 

Local Operations and Initiatives

ward over the past month, all intelligence 
lead; often as a result of intelligence put 
forward by the community. If you have any 
information regarding the misuse of illegal 
substances, feel free to contact your local 
Police or call Crimestoppers.
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Housebreaking
There continues to be an above average number 
of housebreakings within the Alnwickhill / 
Liberton Brae area and as previously stated, 
many instances involve persons gaining access 
to properties that have been left unlocked. 
Police would encourage all homeowners to 
ensure they lock their doors at all times, even 
when they are at home and to take appropriate 
security measures. If you see or hear anything 
which you believe is suspicious, don’t hesitate to 
call the Police.
Should you require any information or advice, or 
want a dedicated crime prevention survey, 
please contact PC Carol Menzies, the Crime 
Prevention Offi  cer at Howdenhall Police Station.
The Safer Neighbourhood Team can be 
contacted per the details on the last page.  
Alternatively, please call Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.  Crimestoppers is an independent 
charity, your call is free, and your anonymity is 
guaranteed.

Appeal for information

THIEVES WILL STEAL

• Rail, power and communications cables 
• Railings and safety barriers 
• Lead roofi ng 
• Gates and fencing 
• Road signs 
• Manhole covers 
• ...even lengths of electricity pylon 

KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN

if you see something suspicious, for example

• Unmarked vans removing cabling 
• ‘Workmen’ collecting metal but not wearing 

refl ective vests 

TELEPHONE
Police
Tel: 0131 311 3131
Crimestoppers
Tel: 0800 555 111

We focus on the matters that you tell us are 
important, so please tell us your concerns – your 
view matters. At the recent priority-setting group, 
the community decided that the three areas of 
specifi c concern to them in the Liberton and 
Gilmerton ward that should be targeted by the 
SNT were anti social behaviour issues in 
Gracemount; an increase in house breaking in the 
ward and youth issues around Ochiltree Gardens. 
Your issues are our targets; together we can make 
a diff erence.

CRIME PREVENTION
Please be aware that the theft of pedal cycles is a 
common crime in major cities and Edinburgh is no 
exception. Please note details of your bike and 
take pictures of it in case it is stolen.  Always 
secure your bike and try to keep it in doors during 
the darker hours.  Please contact PC Carol Menzies, 
Howdenhall Police Station for any further advice.

Local Priorities

METAL THEFT 
AFFECTS

• YOUR telecommu-
nications 

• YOUR transport 
• YOUR home, 

public services or 
worship 

• YOUR safety 

All round the world, 
the price of metal has 
rocketed.

This means metal 
theft has risen to an 
all time high

Why should I care about metal theft?
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City of Edinburgh help 
and advice

Lothian and Borders Police 
Non emergency
0131 311 3131

Lothian and Borders 
Fire and Rescue Service 
(freephone)
Fire safety advice:
0800 169 0320 
enquiries@lbfi re.org.uk

Lothian Gay and 
Lesbian Switchboard
0131 556 4049
0131 557 0751 (lesbian)

Samaritans
For emotional advice if you are 
feeling depressed or suicidal:
0131 221 9999 (Edinburgh)
08457 90 90 90 (National)

Shakti Women’s Aid 
Support and information for 
black minority ethnic women 
experiencing domestic abuse:
0131 475 2399

Update
Signposts people with 
disability to a wide range 
of services:
0131 669 1600

Victim Support 
01896 751 212

Women’s Aid 
0131 3158 110

National freephone 
helplines 
(calls may not be free 
from mobile phones)

Breathing Space
For emotional advice if 
you are feeling depressed:
0800 838 587

Childline 
Help for people aged 
18 or under: 0800 11 11

Know the Score 
Free confi dential drugs 
information and advice:
0800 587 587 9

Message Home 
Get a message home for 
free if you have run away:
0800 700 740

National Debtline 
0808 808 4000

National Domestic 
Violence Helpline 
0808 2000 247

National Missing 
Persons Helpline 
0500 700 700

Runaway Helpline 
0808 800 7070

Scottish Domestic 
Abuse Line 
0800 027 1234

Shelter’s Free Housing 
Advice Helpline 
0808 800 4444

Stonewall
Lesbian, gay and 
bisexual charity:
08000 50 20 20

Womens Aid
0808 2000 247

Crimestoppers
0800 555111
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Contact your Local SNT

Email
ADivSNTlibertongilmerton@
lbp.pnn.police.uk

Telephone
0131-658 5243

Web -  from Lothian & 
Borders Police web page as 
follows: 
http://fcccmsint/information/
your_community/docs/city/
Liberton_Gilmerton_SNT.pdf

A Division


